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1. The amendment filed on 12 October 2006 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) □ entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .31 3(c)(1 ) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) □ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) ^ entered in part. See explanation below. 

The amendment to claims 1-2 and 8-21 changes the scope of the claimed invention and therefore will not be entered. The newly 
added limitations change the scope of the claims by introducing plurality of interfaces to each of which a host computer or a disk 
drivel is to be coupled. The newly added limitation of "each of adapters including" in claims 1 and 8 introduces improper antecedent 
bases; the phrase should recite 'each of said adapters including' since various types of adapters are already introduced in the 
claims. Applicant has not provided any remarks/arguments as to how these amendments are related to the form of the claims and 
not to the scope of the claims. Furthermore, page 8 of the amendment lists claim 21 as a pending claim and page 9 lists claim 21 as 
being canceled. The amendment to figures 16-20, which adds the 'PRIOR ART' label, will be entered. 
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